
 

Help us to learn more 
about our native  

blue-banded bees! 

 

 
 
Researchers at Western Sydney University are starting a new project funded through the Hort 
Frontiers strategic partnership initiative developed by Hort Innovation, to learn more about our 
amazing, native Blue-Banded Bees (BBBs) with a view to optimising their role as pollinators of 
several crop and native plant species. We are also setting up a "bee nursery" in our glasshouses in 
Richmond for raising BBBs to better understand their life-cycles, nest preferences, diets and other 
needs. We would love to know if you have BBBs in your garden or have seen them in your local area. 
Now is the time they are beginning to be active again!  
 

  
Blue-banded bees are great "buzz pollinators" of wild, garden and crop plants. Photos Michael Duncan (L) & Markus Riegler (R) 
 
Blue-banded bees (Amegilla species) are amongst our most distinctive and best-loved native bees. 
There are 14 species in Australia and in most parts of the country at least one can be found. Five 
species occur in the Greater Sydney Region and they are active from early spring to late autumn. They 
are solitary bees and individual females make their own nests, a series of branching tunnels in soil, 
soft stone, mortar or mud bricks, where they lay eggs and feed their young with pollen from a range 
of plants. Although they do not form social colonies like honeybees, many females may nest close 
together in good habitat. The bees can go through several generations in a year, so they become 
increasingly common until autumn, before they disappear to hibernate in winter. Adult males do not 
live in the nest, but gather in male roosts at night, holding onto twigs etc. with their jaws. Another key 
fact about BBBs is that they are “buzz pollinators”, so can pollinate plants like native Hibbertias and 
tasty tomatoes and eggplants that need their flowers shaken to release the pollen.  
 

 

 
Please get in touch with us if you can help us find 

local sites in the Greater Sydney Region with good 
populations or frequent sightings of blue-banded bees! 

 
Project Contacts: 

 
Michael Duncan: M.Duncan@westernsydney.edu.au  

or 0433732355 
 

Michelle Mak: M.Mak@westernsydney.edu.au 
 


